FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
times and in secondary schools alone from 500 to 86,000 or 172
times. In Tadzhikistan, the increase of pupils in both elementary
and secondary schools has been from 400 to 199,000 or 497-5
times. There were no secondary schools in Tadzhikistan prior to
the Revolution, now there are 22,000 pupils in Tadzhik secondary
schools.
There were, of course, very few literates among the national
minorities of the Tsarist Empire; in many areas the only literates
were the clergy and Russian officials and their children, who made
up the bulk of those attending such schools as there were in these
backward areas. Now, taking the U.S.S.R. as a whole, well over 90
per cent of the population is literate and amongst the national
minorities the proportion of literates is about 80 per cent.
The Kirghiz Republic now boasts three higher educational
institutions (universities and technical colleges). Turkmenistan
and Tadzhikistan have four each. Armenia 8, Azerbaijan 10,
Kazakhstan 12, White Russia 19, Uzbekistan 26.
Georgia, which before the war had one university with 300
students, now has 17 universities with 21,300 students. Before the
Revolution the total annual expenditure on education in Georgia
was some 200,000 roubles, in 1936 expenditure on education in
Georgia amounted to 320,000,000 roubles.
In the Ukraine before the Revolution there were 15 higher
educational institutions, now there are 117; the number of students
in the higher educational institutions in the Ukraine considerably
exceeds that in Germany, in spite of the fact that the latter has
twice the population.
Over the whole of the R.S.F.S.R., by far the largest of the
Republics constituting the Union, there are now 362 higher edu-
cational institutions, attended not only by Great Russians who
constitute four-fifths of the population of this Republic, but also
by the national minorities inhabiting various parts of it, whereas,
before the war, on the same territory there were only 73 higher
educational institutions mostly attended by Great Russians alone.
The result of all these new educational facilities is that throughout
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